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some of the Wolf Conservation Center's since wolves roamed the Northeast, victims of a nationwide

“ambassadors.” eradication that led to their near extinction by the 1970s. The last

http://www.nytimes.com/2008/08/24/nyregion/nyregionspecial2/24wol...=Bringing%20the%20Cry%200f%20the%20Wolf%20Back&st=cse&oref=slogin (1 of 4) [9/6/2008 1:17:05 PM]


http://www.nytimes.com/
http://www.nytimes.com/adx/bin/adx_click.html?type=goto&page=www.nytimes.com/yr/mo/day/nyregion&pos=Bar1&sn2=504a164/10479bc&sn1=65a1b564/5fdad5bd&camp=nyt2008-circ-bar1_textlink_2-343FH-homepage&ad=test_textad_0708&goto=https%3A%2F%2Fwww%2Enytimesathome%2Ecom%2Fsplitter%5Fcp%2Findex%2Ephp%3FSPTR%5FID%3DhdNYT%26MediaCode%3DW47AF%26CMP%3D343FH
http://www.nytimes.com/auth/login?URI=http://
http://www.nytimes.com/gst/regi.html
http://www.nytimes.com/pages/nyregion/nyregionspecial2/index.html
http://www.nytimes.com/
http://my.nytimes.com/
http://www.nytimes.com/pages/todayspaper/index.html
http://www.nytimes.com/video
http://www.nytimes.com/mostpopular
http://topics.nytimes.com/top/reference/timestopics/
http://www.nytimes.com/pages/nyregion/thecity/index.html
http://www.nytimes.com/pages/nyregion/nyregionspecial2/index.html
http://www.nytimes.com/pages/world/index.html
http://www.nytimes.com/pages/national/index.html
http://www.nytimes.com/pages/business/index.html
http://www.nytimes.com/pages/technology/index.html
http://www.nytimes.com/pages/science/index.html
http://health.nytimes.com/pages/health/index.html
http://www.nytimes.com/pages/sports/index.html
http://www.nytimes.com/pages/opinion/index.html
http://www.nytimes.com/pages/arts/index.html
http://www.nytimes.com/pages/style/index.html
http://travel.nytimes.com/pages/travel/index.html
http://www.nytimes.com/pages/jobs/index.html
http://www.nytimes.com/pages/realestate/index.html
http://www.nytimes.com/pages/automobiles/index.html
http://www.nytimes.com/pages/nyregion/index.html
http://www.nytimes.com/pages/nyregion/index.html
http://warner.blogs.nytimes.com/2008/09/04/the-mirrored-ceiling/?em
http://www.nytimes.com/2008/09/05/opinion/05krugman.html?em
http://www.nytimes.com/2008/09/05/opinion/05fri1.html?em
http://www.nytimes.com/2008/09/06/opinion/06herbert.html?em
http://www.nytimes.com/2008/09/06/us/politics/06church.html?em
http://travel.nytimes.com/2008/09/07/travel/07hours.html?em
http://www.nytimes.com/2008/09/05/science/05brain.html?em
http://www.nytimes.com/2008/09/06/business/06fannie.html?em
http://www.nytimes.com/2008/09/06/opinion/06collins.html?em
http://www.nytimes.com/2008/08/31/business/31view.html?em
http://www.nytimes.com/2008/08/31/business/31view.html?em
http://www.nytimes.com/adx/bin/adx_click.html?type=goto&page=www.nytimes.com/yr/mo/day/nyregion&pos=Box1&sn2=304a164/1d879bc&sn1=31b6ae74/e2ec96c8&camp=NYT2008-marketingmodule_v2&ad=AU-D-I-NYT-MOD-MOD-M059-ROS-0908&goto=http://www.nytimes.com/pages/automobiles/index.html%3FWT.mc_id=AU-D-I-NYT-MOD-MOD-M059-ROS-0908-VRT%26WT.mc_ev=click%26mkt=AU-D-I-NYT-MOD-MOD-M059-ROS-0908-VRT
http://www.nytimes.com/adx/bin/adx_click.html?type=goto&page=www.nytimes.com/yr/mo/day/nyregion&pos=Box1&sn2=304a164/1d879bc&sn1=31b6ae74/e2ec96c8&camp=NYT2008-marketingmodule_v2&ad=AU-D-I-NYT-MOD-MOD-M059-ROS-0908&goto=http://www.nytimes.com/pages/automobiles/index.html%3FWT.mc_id=AU-D-I-NYT-MOD-MOD-M059-ROS-0908-URL%26WT.mc_ev=click%26mkt=AU-D-I-NYT-MOD-MOD-M059-ROS-0908-URL
javascript:pop_me_up2('http://www.nytimes.com/imagepages/2008/08/24/nyregion/24wolveswe.ready.html', '24wolveswe_ready', 'width=720,height=600,scrollbars=yes,toolbars=no,resizable=yes')
http://www.nytimes.com/auth/login?URI=http://www.nytimes.com/2008/08/24/nyregion/nyregionspecial2/24wolveswe.html
http://www.nytimes.com/auth/login?URI=http://www.nytimes.com/2008/08/24/nyregion/nyregionspecial2/24wolveswe.html
http://www.nytimes.com/2008/08/24/nyregion/nyregionspecial2/24wolveswe.html?_r=1&sq=Bringing the Cry of the Wolf Back&st=cse&oref=slogin&scp=1&pagewanted=print
javascript:pop_me_up2('http://www.nytimes.com/imagepages/2008/08/24/nyregion/24wolveswe.ready.html', '24wolveswe_ready', 'width=720,height=600,scrollbars=yes,toolbars=no,resizable=yes')
http://www.nytimes.com/adx/bin/adx_click.html?type=goto&page=www.nytimes.com/yr/mo/day/nyregion&pos=Frame4A&sn2=be39a6a9/d502c4ce&sn1=3f50f773/b9a41b70&camp=foxsearch2008_emailtools_810907c_nyt5&ad=RC88x31&goto=http://www.ronaldchevalier.com
http://www.nytimes.com/adx/bin/adx_click.html?type=goto&page=www.nytimes.com/yr/mo/day/nyregion&pos=Frame4A&sn2=be39a6a9/d502c4ce&sn1=3f50f773/b9a41b70&camp=foxsearch2008_emailtools_810907c_nyt5&ad=RC88x31&goto=http://www.ronaldchevalier.com

Wildlife - A Conservation Group Is Bringing Wolves Back - NYTimes.com
wild wolf confirmed in New York was found in 1893 — and that

In the Region wolf was dead.

Long Island, Westchester, . . .
Connecticut and New Jersey “Wolves really are political and emotional hot potatoes,” said

Go to Complete Coverage » Maggie Howell, managing director of the Wolf Conservation
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“Wolves are a symbol of our wildlife like lions are in Africa,” Ms. Howell said.

The Wolf Conservation Center, started as an educational center in 1999 with four wolves born in
captivity, has transformed its mission. In the last few years it has emerged as one of the few centers in

the country dedicated exclusively to wolf conservation and education. Advertisements

. . . . . . . Need to know more?
Since 2002, the center has participated in national species survival and recovery plans for Mexican

gray and red wolves, which are among the rarest mammals in North America. The long-term goal is Get 50% off home delivery of
. . The Times.
that at least some of the wolves born and housed on the center’s property will return to the wild. The

25 Mexican gray wolves now there, Ms. Howell said, amount to one-sixteenth of the total Mexican

gray wolf population.
Get your small business
big-time attention.
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Deborah Heineman, the center’s executive director, said that only 400 Mexican gray wolves live

Started »

worldwide, and only 7 existed before the endangered species protections of the 1970s.

Having started with three wolves in 2002, the center has been particularly successful with Mexican

gray wolves. The most recent additions include seven pups born on Earth Day in April.

Similar efforts to expand the number of red wolves have not reaped the same rewards. The center’s

two red wolves — only about 300 exist nationwide — have not reproduced, center officials said.

Wolves at the center live in packs, much as they would in the wild, in enclosures that are between one
and three acres. Human contact is kept to a minimum, and the wolves are fed carcasses — coming

from road kill, butchers and hunters — to keep their experience as close to the wild as possible.

The endangered wolves are off-limits to the public, as wolves fear people. Conservationists want to
keep it that way for animals that could be returned to the wild, Ms. Howell said.
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Apache and his three counterparts, deemed “ambassador wolves” by the center, however, are there to
teach people about wolves and conservation, she said — that wild wolves are not dangerous to people,
are not pets and have an important role in the larger ecosystem.

One of the wolves, Atka, has visited schools, traveled to Washington and Vermont and recently

helped promote a book about wolves at the Borders bookstore in Mount Kisco.

The center’s efforts reflect a nationwide recovery project for wolves, whose numbers in the lower 48
states plunged from their pre-Colonial height of about 250,000 to 1,000 or fewer by the 1970s, Ms.

Howell said.

Long the bane of ranchers and a target of hunters, Rocky Mountain gray wolves were recently
reintroduced into Yellowstone National Park. They helped control elk populations, which in turn

rejuvenated trees and other wildlife, including river otters, moose and birds, Ms. Howell said.

Officials of the center said they would like some of their wolves to be part of that experience.

“What we really want to see is some of our wolves out there trying to bring back the ecosystem to

where it should be,” Ms. Howell said.
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