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Gray wolves in the greater Yellowstone area of the northern Rocky Mountains, which would have 

been fair game for hunters in three states as a result of a federal government decision in March, were 

again put under the protections of the Endangered Species Act by a judge in Montana on Friday.

The action by the judge, Donald W. Molloy of Federal District 

Court, took the form of a preliminary injunction and could be 

reversed. But Judge Molloy’s language showed serious 

reservations about the Fish and Wildlife Service’s decision to 

remove endangered species protections for the wolves.

Environmental groups, including Defenders of Wildlife and the Sierra Club, which sued the Interior 

Department and the Fish and Wildlife Service on behalf of the wolves, persuaded Judge Molloy that 

More Articles in US »

Go to Complete List »

●      U.S. 

●      All NYT 

 

1.  Judith Warner: The Mirrored Ceiling 

2.  Paul Krugman: The Resentment Strategy 

3.  Bob Herbert: Running From Reality 

4.  In Palin’s Life and Politics, Goal to Follow God’s Will 

5.  Editorial: The Real John McCain 

6.  36 Hours in San Diego 

7.  For the Brain, Remembering Is Like Reliving 

8.  U.S. Rescue Seen at Hand for 2 Mortgage Giants 

9.  Gail Collins: McCain’s Grizzly Politics 

10.  Economic View: Is History Siding With Obama’s Economic 

Plan? 

nytimes.com/autos 

●     Blogged ●     Searched ●     E-Mailed 

Readers’ Opinions

 Post a Comment 

●     Sign In to E-Mail or Save 

This 

●     Print 

●     Reprints 

●     Share 

 

http://www.nytimes.com/
http://www.nytimes.com/adx/bin/adx_click.html?type=goto&page=www.nytimes.com/yr/mo/day/us&pos=Bar1&sn2=7fee6088/cebcd0a2&sn1=65a1b564/5fdad5bd&camp=nyt2008-circ-bar1_textlink_2-343FH-homepage&ad=test_textad_0708&goto=https%3A%2F%2Fwww%2Enytimesathome%2Ecom%2Fsplitter%5Fcp%2Findex%2Ephp%3FSPTR%5FID%3DhdNYT%26MediaCode%3DW47AF%26CMP%3D343FH
http://www.nytimes.com/auth/login?URI=http://
http://www.nytimes.com/gst/regi.html
http://www.nytimes.com/pages/national/index.html
http://www.nytimes.com/
http://my.nytimes.com/
http://www.nytimes.com/pages/todayspaper/index.html
http://www.nytimes.com/video
http://www.nytimes.com/mostpopular
http://topics.nytimes.com/top/reference/timestopics/
http://www.nytimes.com/pages/politics/index.html
http://www.nytimes.com/pages/washington/index.html
http://www.nytimes.com/pages/education/index.html
http://topics.nytimes.com/top/reference/timestopics/people/b/felicity_barringer/index.html?inline=nyt-per
http://www.nytimes.com/pages/world/index.html
http://www.nytimes.com/pages/nyregion/index.html
http://www.nytimes.com/pages/business/index.html
http://www.nytimes.com/pages/technology/index.html
http://www.nytimes.com/pages/science/index.html
http://health.nytimes.com/pages/health/index.html
http://www.nytimes.com/pages/sports/index.html
http://www.nytimes.com/pages/opinion/index.html
http://www.nytimes.com/pages/arts/index.html
http://www.nytimes.com/pages/style/index.html
http://travel.nytimes.com/pages/travel/index.html
http://www.nytimes.com/pages/jobs/index.html
http://www.nytimes.com/pages/realestate/index.html
http://www.nytimes.com/pages/automobiles/index.html
http://www.nytimes.com/pages/national/index.html
http://topics.nytimes.com/top/reference/timestopics/organizations/f/fish_and_wildlife_service/index.html?inline=nyt-org
http://topics.nytimes.com/top/reference/timestopics/organizations/s/sierra_club/index.html?inline=nyt-org
http://topics.nytimes.com/top/reference/timestopics/organizations/i/interior_department/index.html?inline=nyt-org
http://topics.nytimes.com/top/reference/timestopics/organizations/i/interior_department/index.html?inline=nyt-org
http://www.nytimes.com/pages/national/index.html
http://warner.blogs.nytimes.com/2008/09/04/the-mirrored-ceiling/?em
http://www.nytimes.com/2008/09/05/opinion/05krugman.html?em
http://www.nytimes.com/2008/09/06/opinion/06herbert.html?em
http://www.nytimes.com/2008/09/06/us/politics/06church.html?em
http://www.nytimes.com/2008/09/05/opinion/05fri1.html?em
http://travel.nytimes.com/2008/09/07/travel/07hours.html?em
http://www.nytimes.com/2008/09/05/science/05brain.html?em
http://www.nytimes.com/2008/09/06/business/06fannie.html?em
http://www.nytimes.com/2008/09/06/opinion/06collins.html?em
http://www.nytimes.com/2008/08/31/business/31view.html?em
http://www.nytimes.com/2008/08/31/business/31view.html?em
http://www.nytimes.com/adx/bin/adx_click.html?type=goto&page=www.nytimes.com/yr/mo/day/us&pos=Box1&sn2=71ee6088/cebc48a2&sn1=31b6ae74/e2ec96c8&camp=NYT2008-marketingmodule_v2&ad=AU-D-I-NYT-MOD-MOD-M059-ROS-0908&goto=http://www.nytimes.com/pages/automobiles/index.html%3FWT.mc_id=AU-D-I-NYT-MOD-MOD-M059-ROS-0908-VRT%26WT.mc_ev=click%26mkt=AU-D-I-NYT-MOD-MOD-M059-ROS-0908-VRT
http://www.nytimes.com/adx/bin/adx_click.html?type=goto&page=www.nytimes.com/yr/mo/day/us&pos=Box1&sn2=71ee6088/cebc48a2&sn1=31b6ae74/e2ec96c8&camp=NYT2008-marketingmodule_v2&ad=AU-D-I-NYT-MOD-MOD-M059-ROS-0908&goto=http://www.nytimes.com/pages/automobiles/index.html%3FWT.mc_id=AU-D-I-NYT-MOD-MOD-M059-ROS-0908-URL%26WT.mc_ev=click%26mkt=AU-D-I-NYT-MOD-MOD-M059-ROS-0908-URL
http://dotearth.blogs.nytimes.com/2008/07/19/wind-rises-in-texas-wolves-back-on-list-new-earth-view/#comment
http://dotearth.blogs.nytimes.com/2008/07/19/wind-rises-in-texas-wolves-back-on-list-new-earth-view/#comment
http://www.nytimes.com/auth/login?URI=http://www.nytimes.com/2008/07/19/us/19wolves.html
http://www.nytimes.com/auth/login?URI=http://www.nytimes.com/2008/07/19/us/19wolves.html
http://www.nytimes.com/2008/07/19/us/19wolves.html?sq=Judge Returns Gray Wolves to Endangered List&st=cse&scp=1&pagewanted=print
http://www.nytimes.com/adx/bin/adx_click.html?type=goto&page=www.nytimes.com/yr/mo/day/us&pos=Frame4A&sn2=49a9ec0b/60172910&sn1=f89bf4b5/c4728f5b&camp=foxsearch2008_emailtools_810907c_nyt5&ad=FSLwidget.gif&goto=http://foxsearchlight.com/networkwidget/index.php
http://www.nytimes.com/adx/bin/adx_click.html?type=goto&page=www.nytimes.com/yr/mo/day/us&pos=Frame4A&sn2=49a9ec0b/60172910&sn1=f89bf4b5/c4728f5b&camp=foxsearch2008_emailtools_810907c_nyt5&ad=FSLwidget.gif&goto=http://foxsearchlight.com/networkwidget/index.php


Judge Returns Gray Wolves to Endangered List - NYTimes.com

http://www.nytimes.com/2008/07/19/us/19wolves.html?scp=1&sq=Judge%20Returns%20Gray%20Wolves%20to%20Endangered%20List&st=cse (2 of 3) [9/6/2008 2:10:24 PM]

 

 

Advertisements

Inside NYTimes.com

there was a possibility of irreparable harm to the species if hunts had been allowed.

The states of Idaho, Montana and Wyoming; the National Rifle Association; and a variety of hunting 

and cattlemen’s associations intervened on the federal government’s behalf.

The judge said the decision by the Fish and Wildlife Service last year to approve Wyoming’s plans for 

maintaining just eight breeding pairs instead of the 15 the federal government once required was 

“problematic.” He added that the decision, which ran counter to the federal government’s earlier 

rejection of the Wyoming plan, “represents an agency change of course unsupported by adequate 

reasoning.”

Doug Honnold, the lawyer for Earthjustice, said in an e-mail message: “This is great news for wolves. 

All three states had plans to allow hunts this fall, 500 wolves were scheduled to be killed.” Spokesmen 

for the Interior Department could not be immediately reached for comment.

Eric Keszler, spokesman for the Wyoming Game and Fish Department said, “Obviously we are 

disappointed in the decision,” which he said had not yet been fully reviewed. “We’re confident that 

Wyoming’s wolf management plan is adequate to maintaining a recovered wolf population in the 

state.”

The fate of wolves has been the subject of bitter litigation since they were reintroduced to Yellowstone 

National Park in 1995.
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