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  5  Message from Board of Directors & Staff of the WCC 

Dear Friends of the Wolf Conservation Center, 

This year will be remembered as a major turning point in the Wolf Conservation Center’s (WCC) effort 
to safeguard wildlife and wild places for generations to come. New incentives in education, greater 
opportunities for participation and new partners for collaboration helped the WCC exceed its goals in 
many areas. Some of the year’s highlights include:

5  Record program attendance onsite and off — the WCC provided education programs for more than                      
	 38,000 people including local schoolchildren, scientists, scouting groups, clubs, at-risk youths and 
	 special-needs classes.  

5  The debut of Summer Wolf Camp and our first-ever nocturnal adventure program giving supporters 
	 a chance to camp overnight at the WCC!  

5  A growing demand for Atka, our traveling ambassador. National Geographic’s 
	 Washington, DC headquarters was among the latest additions to his
	 “territory.” 

5  Acquiring a global audience via our eight new WildEarthTV webcams to 
	 increase awareness of two critically endangered wolf species and our efforts
	 to recover them.

5  Hosting four breeding pairs of critically endangered wolves. No other organization in the world had
	 the honor of hosting  two critically endangered red  wolf  pairs as  well as two Mexican gray 
	 wolf pairs.

5  The purchase of eight additional acres at our South Salem site 
	 bringing us to the third and final step in establishing a permanent
	 “Den of Our Own.”

5  Incredible turnout  on Facebook to help us win two amazing grants!

5  Creative collaboration with other organizations to advocate for the
	 long-term recovery of wolves in North America.
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  Message from Board of Directors & Staff of the WCC   5

The Wolf Conservation Center

South Salem, New York 5  www.nywolf.org

We aim to broaden our reach while continuing to provide first-rate environmental education programs to 
students, adults and decision-makers; to establish the highest standard as a participant in the recovery 
of critically endangered wolf species; launch the final step of the “Den of Our Own” campaign to allow 
the WCC to better serve its mission and the public; and continue providing science-based information 
to help wolves and humans better coexist while restoring wolves to their ancestral homes in the wild. 
We never lose sight of the fact that we are able to take these initiatives and many others because of 
the dedication and commitment of our invaluable donors, volunteers and staff.  

Thank you again — and we look forward to seeing you at the WCC in 2013! 

Warmest wishes, 

The Board of Directors and Staff of the Wolf Conservation Center
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  5  Overview of the Wolf Conservation Center

The Wolf Conservation Center (WCC), founded in 1999 by Hélène Grimaud, is a 501(c)(3) not-for-profit en-
vironmental education organization located in South Salem, NY. The WCC’s mission is to promote wolf con-
servation by teaching about wolves, their relationship to the environment and the human role in protecting 
their future. The WCC accomplishes this mission through onsite and offsite education programs emphasizing 
wolf biology, the ecological benefits of wolves and other large predators and the current status of wolf re-
covery in the United States.

The WCC also participates in the Species Survival Plan (SSP) and Recovery Plan 
for two critically endangered wolf species, the Mexican gray wolf (Canis lupus 

baileyi) and the red wolf (Canis rufus). The Mexican gray 
wolf and the red wolf are among the rarest mammals in 
North America; both species at one time were completely 
extinct in the wild. Presently, there are approximately 
400 Mexican gray wolves and 300 red wolves remaining in the world, the majority 
living within the network of facilities like the WCC participating in the SSP.  Every 
one of these endangered wolves in captivity is a part of something bigger than 

their pack and the facilities that house them. These special canids are integral parts of the recovery of their 
rare species. Many of these wolves contribute as ambassadors, living on view at a variety of zoos throughout 
the United States to help people learn about the importance of their wild coun-
terparts. The WCC’s two SSP exhibits offer visitors to the Center an opportunity to 
behold these species and our eight WildEarthTV webcams extend four wolf families 
to a global audience. Some of these animals can also contribute to the revitaliza-
tion of their species more directly as participants in the SSP Wolf Captive Breeding 
program. A special fraction of captive wolves, however, can have the most direct 
impact on the conservation of their species as well as their ancestral habitat in 

the wilds of North America. These wolves are candidates 
for release into the wild. The U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service (USFWS), under the 
Endangered Species Act, is re-introducing Mexican gray wolves and red wolves to 
portions of their historic range, and two wolves from the WCC have been given this 
greatest opportunity — a chance to bring an ecosystem back to balance.

Looking forward, the WCC aims to become the pre-eminent facility in the Eastern United States for the 
captive breeding and pre-release of endangered canid species, and to continue expanding our education 
and outreach programs to communities far beyond the gates of our facility.
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Sources of funds

In-kind............................................... $ 43,664
Education Programs............................... $ 238,135
Fundraising Events................................ $ 105,550
Individual Donations.............................. $ 142,118
Foundations / Trust Grants...................... $ 324,250
Promoted Donations............................... $ 81,023
Corporate / Government Donations............ $ 109,359
Miscellaneous......................................... $3,597

Total Revenue................................. $ 1,047,696

  2012 Income and Expenses (Audited) 				                5

Uses of funds

In-kind............................................... $ 43,664
Personnel........................................... $ 388,721
Operations.......................................... $ 158,109
Fundraising.......................................... $ 83,103
Administration...................................... $ 40,760
Contributions........................................... $ 800

Total Expenses...................................$ 715,157

Assets

Current Assets..................................... $ 305,600
Fixed Assets......................................$ 1,385,716

Total Assets.................................... $ 1,691,316

Liabilities and equity

Liabilities............................................ $ 55,453
Accumulated Fund Balance....................$ 1,303,324
Net Income......................................... $ 332,539

Total Liabilities............................... $ 1,691,316
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Steeped in myth, the wolf 
has become a misunderstood 
predator who too often evokes 
fear. By providing science-based 
information, the Wolf Conservation 
Center allows wolves and humans 
to better coexist in our fragile 
environment, improve our efforts 

to successfully restore endangered wolves to their ancestral 
homes in the wild and offer direct exposure to an elusive 
predator people might not ever see in the wild. The WCC 
education and Ambassador-wolf programs open the door to 
understanding. They are designed to conform to New York State Standards for Science Education and touch 
on a variety of disciplines from biology to history. People can experience the WCC’s educational message 
in two ways: Onsite programs at the WCC facility in South Salem, NY, and offsite WCC programs in schools, 
museums, libraries and nature centers throughout the Northeast. The demand for our traveling ambassador 
wolf, Atka, continues to grow. In 2012, we attended 157 offsite education programs. National Geographic’s 
Washington, DC headquarters was among the latest additions to his “territory.”

Visitors to the center 
The WCC conducted 344 onsite education programs during 2012, 
an increase of 100 over our 2010 total! Some highlights include 
outstanding attendance for our long-running “Wolves of America,” 
“Pack Chat for Kids,” and “Evening Howl!” programs, the debut 
of Summer Wolf Camp and our first-ever nocturnal adventure 
program giving supporters a chance to camp overnight at the 
WCC!  Programs are conducted year-round, Tuesday through 
Sunday, so WCC supporters can behold the wolves during their 
different phases of each season. 

As we begin 2013, we look forward to enhancing the WCC visitor 
experience. We aim to establish a permanent “Den of Our Own” by purchasing and developing the final 
6-acre lot that we currently lease. This acquisition will allow us to create a new education center and 
exhibit space that will enable us to better meet the needs of our visitors as they learn about the crucial role 
that wolves play in the environment. 

In 2013, we also aim to implement a pilot wolf curriculum in at least three schools. Although our education 
impact grows every year, our goal is to widen the scope of our 
education efforts by integrating WCC programming into the 
curricula of schools currently beyond our reach. The WCC team is 
making impressive strides in the development of a wolf curriculum 
designed to satisfy common core standards. The wolf is a charismatic 
subject and will serve as an ideal topic of interdisciplinary study. 
Thanks to the collaborative effort of a diverse group of five 
experienced teachers, some very lucky youngsters will benefit 
from a wonderfully wild approach to education. 

  5  Education Programs
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Pleasantville Middle School 
Pound Ridge Day Camp
Pratt Nature Center
Public Intermediate School 499 
Queens College School for Math Science &  
Technology
Public School 105
Public School 14
Public School 244Q
Public School 58
Public School 98M At Inwood Park 
Rhode Island Wildlife Rehab
Riverside School
Rockland Audubon Society
Rye Nature Center
Somers Intermediate School
South Orangetown Middle School
Southern Vermont Wildlife Festival
St Dennis St Columbia
Sweetbriar Nature Center
Tappan Free Library
Teaneck Community Charter School
The Institute for American Indian Studies
True Wolf Film Premiere in NYC
University of Rhode Island
Urban Assembly School for Wildlife Conservation
Van Cortlandt Manor
Village of Buchanan
Village of Hastings on Hudson Recreation
  Department
Viola School 
Waccabuc Country Club
Wakefield Hills
Weinberg Nature Center
West Rocks Middle School
Westchester Community College 
Westchester SPCA

Intermediate School 230
Jefferson Elementary School 
Parkway Elementary
Accompsett Middle School
Alley Pond Environmental Center
American Museum of Natural History

American Museum of Natural History's "A Night
  at the Museum"
Animal Embassy
Annie Fisher Montessori Magnet School
Bartlett Arboretum
Beaver Ambassador Club
Bedford Post Inn
Berkeley Carroll School 
Berkshire Museum
Brainerd Library
Bristol Public Library
Buckley School
Bulkley Middle School
Camp Critter
Chappaqua Cub Scouts
Charles Dewolf School
Children's Museum of Manhattan
Children's Museum of West Hartford
Christ Episcopal Church
City Hill Middle School
Clearpool Environmental Education Center 
Community Unitarian Church of White Plains
Croton Harmon High School
Dalton School
Danbury Museum
Davis School
Debry Neck Library
Education Connection
Eleanor Buck Wolf Nature Center

Elmwood Elementary School
Forman School
Four Winds Hospital
Fox Lane High School
Fox Meadow Elementary School
Frenchtown Elementary school
Fresh Air Fund's Sharpe Reservation
Green Chimneys
Greenbelt Nature Center 
Greenwich Education Group 
Hackley School
Hampton Classic Horse Show
Harrison High School
Haviland Middle School
Herkimer County Community College
Herricks Cove Wildlife Festival
HK Middle School 
Ho-Ho-Kus Public School
Hommocks  School 
HOSTOS Micro City School
Huckleberry Hill Elementary School
Hudson Highlands Land Trust 
Hudson Valley Christian Academy
Jane Goodall Institute's Roots and Shoots
Kent Library
Kinderhook Library
Lakeland High School
Liberty Science Center
Long Island Wolf Expo
Madden Outdoor Education Center
Mahopac High School
Main Event Day Camp
Mamaroneck Public Library
Maritime Aquarium
Mead School
Memorial Elementary School
Mildred Strang Middle School
Mohegan Tribe
Mohonk Preserve
National Geographic Headquarters
New Brittain Youth Museum
North Haven Sumer Day Camp
Norwood Club
Pearls Hawthorne School
Pelham High School 
Pelham High School 

  Education Programs (Continued) 					                 5

Ambassador Wolf Programs

The WCC conducted 157 off-site Ambassador Wolf programs during 2012. The 
following schools and organizations helped us bring our message to wide and 
diverse audiences.
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  5  Endangered Species Program 

The WCC participates in the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service’s Species Surviv-
al Plan (SSP) and Recovery Plan for two critically endangered wolf species, 
the Mexican gray wolf (Canis lupis baileyi) and the red wolf (Canis rufus), 
both of which are among the rarest mammals in North America. At the end 
of 2012, there were only about 400 Mexican gray wolves and fewer than 
300 red wolves remaining in the world, with a large majority of the animals 
living in captivity. As we closed 2012, the WCC remained 
one of the three largest holding facilities in the United 
States for Mexican gray wolves. Our 16-acre Endangered 
Species Facility housed 15 Mexican gray wolves and five 
red wolves. Fifteen of these wolves live off-exhibit in a 
natural environment where these elusive creatures can 

reside with minimal human contact. This setting safeguards their natural behavior and best 
prepares them for a wild future. Two of the WCC’s Mexican wolves have received the “call 
of the wild,” the first released into the Arizona landscape in 2006 and then her sister in 
2008. Our participation in SSP captive breeding and our ability to accommodate endangered 
wolves is essential for these animals to resume their rightful place in the wild.   

The SSP management groups for both the Mexican gray wolf and the red wolf determine 
the programs’ breeding pairs each year by using software developed for the population 
management of endangered species. Wolves are “mono-estrus” — breeding only once a year 
during the winter months. Hence, winter is an exciting time for wolves in North America 
and in 2012, an especially thrilling season for the WCC. A total of five Mexican gray wolf 
breeding pairs were hosted in the United States and the WCC was honored to be the only fa-
cility to house two of the chosen couples. The WCC’s two red wolf pairs were also tapped to 
breed, making 2012 our first year to accommodate four breeding pairs. These unions were 
chosen based on the genetic value of the eight individuals and the benefits their offspring 
would potentially contribute to the diversity of their rare species.

Thanks to our partnership with experienced live wildlife broadcasters from WildEarth.TV, WCC staff, volunteers, 
and an unlimited number of supporters were able to enter the private lives of our elusive breeding pairs via 
unobtrusive cameras in and around anticipated den sites. Mexican wolves M740 and F749, the Mexican wolf pair 
with lowest inbreeding coefficient in the program, were the most popular pair via webcam. A global audience 
witnessed their courtship develop, saw F749’s belly swell beyond what seemed 
physically possible and cheered when WCC staff members gave the thumbs up 

on camera one morning in 
May after discovering the 
pair’s robust litter of new-
borns. Sadly, the pups died 
within a month of their 
birth — a devastating loss 
for the pack and the Mex-
ican wolf recovery pro-
gram. This loss, however, 
prompted the implementation of new SSP protocols for se-
lective emergency intervention. WCC curator Rebecca Bose, 
a veteran member of the Mexican wolf management group, 
initiated the discussion that led to these new protocols, the 
need for which was so vividly illustrated by our experience.

Rebecca with the two Mexican wolf pups born
at the WCC in May 2013.
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Cheyanne Alberti
Amy Barone
Kitty Bartram
Renee Bayha
Nick Beach
Diane Beigler
Anissa Bejaoui
Sara Brunsden
Jaleshia Bryant
Laura Buonarobo
Laurie Campbell
Eric Castellucci
Hayoung Chang
Russell Cohen
Lori Consaga
Marie Constantino
Julie Conti
Maddy Crabtree
Joe Darling
Andrew & Jessica Dieckman
Sam Dodge
Olivia Donner
Charles Duffy
Charlie Duffy
Jessi Earrueco
Laura Edelman
Karen Estok
Eric Feye
Aidan Fievet
Peter Flynn
David Forjan
Mahdy Franco
Barbara Garriel
Elisabeth Giethlen
Christian Giliberto
Maria Gilsenan
Dianne Giovanni
Kimberly Goodman
Sam Greenhill
Frank Haviland

Frank Holiber
Sarah Hopkins
Jim Horton
Veronica Hunt
Tanya Ivanow
Sophie Jablansky
Emma Jocoby
Steve Johnson
Dona Just
Sarka Kalusova
Meg Kaplan
Maureen Kennedy
Kim Khodakhah
Josh Kolbert
Nancy Koury
Lois Kral
Natalie Kristoff
Laura Leddy
Jean Luc Legall
Terry Lena
Lexie Lynn
Kelsey Malone
Chris Mars
Sue Massi
Paul Maus
John McCluskey 
Dawn Marie & Michael McGuire
Steve & Barbara Mignano

Diane Miritello
Valentina Monroe
Rishi Mukherjee
Caroline Nesbit
Alex Nicolato
Maria Nikitin
Paul Olsen
Patricia Pascale
Amy Perna
Karla Rodriquez
Christine Ruppert
Pamela Ryder
Sophia Sagan
Bill Schelling
Susanne Schrader
Kaitlin Silver
Samantha Smith
Justin Sutera
Jenny Tkacz
Carl Vanderwerff
Norman Vedder
Amanda Vescovi
Erica Ward-Gonzales 
Kathy Welsh
Stephanie Woodring
Alezandra Zach
Stefany Zambrano
Angela Zappavigna

  Volunteers									                 5

The WCC would like to extend its sincere thanks and appreciation to the 
dedicated volunteers who work so hard to help fulfill our mission.  
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  5  In-Kind Donators 

121 Restaurant & Bar
Abode
Agway
Alexander Echevarria
Alfred & Ann Goldstein Foundation
Alison Nichols
Amato Deer Processing
American Museum of Natural History
ASAP, Sally de Vengoechea
Bacio Trattoria
Bedford Bagel & Bakery
Bedford Pilates
Bevals
Bluebird
Bluebird Ice Cream
Body Fit
Chloe George
Chris Evers
Crabtree’s Kittle House
Cross River Animal Hospital, Dr. Edward

Mayland
Cross River Pharmacy
Cross River Shell, Michael Mongiello Jr.
Cross River Wine Merchant
Distell (USA) Inc.
Echo Farm, Callie Kuntz-Bauer
Gail Patricks Cafe
Glen Barry
GOSSETT BROTHERS NURSERY
Gypsy Roots
Haiku
Hemlock Hill Farm
Horse & Hound Inn
Impact Auto Body
Jane McCraken
John & Susan Freund
John Holland
Julie Spedaliere
Karen Riley, The MDI Group
Kimberly Khodakhah

The WCC would also like to thank the following individuals and organizations for 
their in-kind donations. We sincerely appreciate their contributions. 

Le Chateau
Le Jardin du Roi
Lewisboro Hardware
Lisa Kole
Lori Consaga
MarketPlace Danbury
Martha Handler
Miller & Associates
Mt. Kisco Seafood
North Star Restaurant
Northern Westchester

Veterinary Office
Norwalk Veterinary Hospital
Patricia Schneider
Pound Ridge Wine & Spirit
Ridgefield Pet, Ron Rucolus
Ruth Sarah Mazzaferro 

SavaTree
Small Joys
Steiner Sports
Steve & Barbara Mignano
Steve Nicholson
Terry Lena
The Country Farmer
The Horse Connection
Treat
Two Meatballs Pizzeria
Union Hall General Store, 

Jane Beltz
Visions
Whole Foods Distribution

Center
Wild Coyote Studio
Wildlife Conservation Society
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$10,000+
Susan & John Freund
Martha & Richard Handler
Pegasus Holdings
JP Morgan Chase Bank Cybergrants
State of NY Parks Department

$5,000 - $9,999
Sebastiano Cossia Castiglioni
Al & Dee Del Bello
The Charles Engelhard Foundation
Helene Grimaud
Astrid Von Liechtenstein
Courtney Morse
Steven Nicholson
Amy Wendel
Shari Wolf Ruckh

$2,000 - $4,999
James & Robin Herrnstein
Jeniam Foundation
Kelsey Matheson
Stephan Sander
Dean Travalino

1,000 - $1,999
Howard & Arelis Alkoff
James & Leslie Attwood Williams
Theresa Cook
Siw De Gysser
Henry Fair
Twig George
Michael Hartey
John Holland
Cathy Kangas
Steve & Elise Kramarsky
Yoshi Mukudai
Pearl Family Foundation
The Silberstein-Boesky Foundation, Inc
Tosa Foundation
Kristen Wolf
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  Major Donors								               5

Thank

 You!

$500 - $999
Appleby Charitable Fund
Karin Atala
Beaver Ambassador Club
Robert Bell
Bliss Sally
Susan Borowitz
Daniel & Alice Cassel Bael
Pat Daigle
Jeannie Donovan Fisher
Christine & Renaud Dutreil
Joanie Elice
Peter Faulkner
James Figura
Joel & Naomi Freedman
Kimberly Gordon
Andrew Heineman
Lisa Kole
Le Chateau
Steve & Barbara Mignano
Peter & Jean Ossorio
James Pizzo
Reader’s Digest Foundation
Alan & Eileen Sarroff
Scarsdale High School
Jo Ann Silverstein
Sami Sisa
Alex & Aida Spitzer
Michael & Nina Stanton

Jim Svejda

$250 - $499
Neil & Lori Benson
Nancy Bonaventure
Barbara Brandon
Frank Capaldi
Jack & April Dolata
Daniel & Amy Dziemian
Lydia El-Najjar
Norrie Epstein
Marty & Michele Gidansky
Martin & Meg Goldstein
Len & Cindy Graziano
Julie Hamilton
Mitch Hecht
Pavel Hokl
Van Heerden Jacobus
Kolbert Family
Elizabeth Landsberg
Kim Larson Knell
Marion Levy
Peter & Alexandra Manbeck
Carole & Tom McLemore
Cindy & Donald Marcotte
Ingrid Pergament
Paul & Susan Porter Romano
Rao Priya
Nick Renda
Peggy Rice
Pascale	 Richard
Sunnye Anne Rosasco
Robert & Linda Saunders Mahon
Craig & Pietrina Saxton
Peter & Kathy Scaturro
Christiane Schell
Douglas & Michele Schimmel
Edward Thompson
Jeff Tisman
Rebecca Vitale Mandich
Chris & Rachel White
Michele Wood
Kay B. Woodard



  5  Board of Directors

Al Del Bello

Siw De Gysser 

Charles P. Duffy

J. Henry Fair

Susie Freund

Helene Grimaud
Founder

Martha Handler
President

John Holland

Courtney Morse

Steven Nicholson

Shari Wolf Ruckh

Dean Travalino
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  Advisory Board								                5

  Staff										                  5

Deborah Heineman
Executive Director

Maggie Howell
Managing Director

Rebecca Bose
Curator

Spencer Wilhelm
Operations Manager

Genny Lawson
Business Manager / Registrar

Nina Fashione
Defenders of Wildlife

Tedor Whitman
The Beardsley Zoo

Jean Craighead George
Newbery Medal-Winning Author

My Side of the Mountain; The Wolves are Back!

Rolf Petersen
Wolf Biologist

Charlie Duffy
VMD (Veterinary Medical Doctor)

Randolf Perry
Nonprofit Attorney and Advisor
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The Wolf Conservation

Center (WCC)

P.O. Box 421 
South Salem, NY 10590-1123

Phone: (914) 763-2373
email: info@nywolf.org

Website: www.nywolf.org

The WCC is home to ambassador wolves that 
visitors can observe in spacious natural enclosures. 
We also have over 20 wolves as part of our 
participation in Species Survival Plans for critically 
endangered Mexican Gray Wolves and Red 
wolves. To learn more about us or to arrange a visit, 
please go to our website and follow us on Facebook 
& Twitter.

Follow us on...

nywolforg @nywolforg


