WOLF CONSERVATION CENTER
SUMMER ACTIVITY GUIDE: WEEK 7

BONDS OF THE
PACK

As you complete the guide, look for the color that best fits your ability level.
Want to complete an activity from another level? Go for it!
Grades 1-2
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Grades 3-5

Grades 6-8

INTRODUCTION
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The strength of the wolf is family!
Wolves are highly social animals that live in well-organized family units called packs (often referred
to as “family groups”). Cooperative living gives wolf families a number of benefits – it facilitates
successful hunting, pup-rearing, defending pack territory, and more.
A pack consists of the breeding pair (mom and dad) and their children of varying ages - sometimes
unrelated wolves are part of the family, too. Together, the pack will maintain a territory and hunt.
Hunting requires special skills and techniques, so the older wolves will teach the younger wolves
how to locate and chase prey. Some families even have unique hunting traditions that are passed
down for generations!
Wolf Family Diagram
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Younger siblings
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WONDER WALK
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Materials Needed
Eye cover
Partner
What to Do:
Each person will take turns leading the other around an area by hand. The person being led
should close their eyes or cover them in some way while the second person firmly holds their
hand and leads them safely to an area that has some interesting nature.
The person leading will have to help their partner touch an item in nature (by saying things like
move your hand up, down, left, right, etc.), and the partner must feel and guess what is being shown
to them. Once they are correct, have them remove their eye cover and see for themselves!
Remember to switch positions, so both people have a chance at discovering their environment.
It’s easy to think about wildlife, but to sense it makes everything much more real!

Real-Life "Wonder Walkers"

Image: Kenneth Catania, Smithsonian Magazine

Star-Nosed Mole
This unique-looking animal is nearly blind
but it's quite fast - it can locate and eat an
insect in 0.25 seconds! The mole hunts
underground by touching its star nose to
the soil as quickly as possible. Each touch
allows 100,000 nerve fibers to send
information to its brain. The star-nosed
mole can even smell underwater!
Scientists have recorded the mole blowing
air bubbles and sucking them back into its
nose.

Naked Mole-Rats
Most people think naked mole-rats
are blind, but they can actually see a
little bit. Their eyes aren't very useful
underground so they rely more on
their senses of hearing, smell, and
touch. Mole-rats have 17 different
vocalizations - they communicate
with each other using chirps, hisses,
and other sounds.
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COUNCIL OF BEINGS
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Materials Needed
Paper
Colored pencils or crayons
Friends or family

What to Do:
Close your eyes, take a deep breath, and try not to be distracted by anything. Start to think of an
animal that you connect with. It doesn't have to be your favorite animal, but whatever animal
comes to your mind.
Think about what the animal's life is like: what it does every day, what it eats, and what it cares
about. Now, open your eyes and begin making a mask of your animal. You don’t have to tell
anyone what your animal is until it’s done. When everyone is ready, put on your masks and
introduce yourselves as your animal. One by one, describe what the animal's life is like and how
they spend their time, as well as what people have done to them and what they would like to tell
people.
After each person’s turn, everyone in the council will say “we hear you ____ (name of being)." After
each person has gone, begin again, and this time each member of the council should give some
wisdom, knowledge or gifts to the others to teach whoever is listening. The group will respond
with “we thank you ____ (name of being)."
Lastly, everyone will remove their mask and look at it and make a promise to themselves and their
animal to change one aspect of their life, which could hurt their being. The council will end after
everyone in the group says together, “These promises made shall not be broken. We give thanks to
the beings who have come together today to share their feelings, dreams, hopes, and wisdom.”
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COMMUNICATION CHARADES
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Wolf Communication
Wolves mainly use body language to convey the rules for the family. Wolf families usually consist
of the breeding pair (mom and dad) and their offspring of varying ages. Sometimes unrelated
wolves will join a family too. To maintain order, wolves will rely on their posture, tail position,
facial expression and ear position to articulate their status and role within the family. Wolves will
also use body language to communicate intentions or to initiate some fun.
When seeking to play, wolves will dance and bow playfully. Playtime can also include a game of
chase, jaw sparring, and varied vocalizations. For wolves, playtime isn’t only fun, it strengthens
family bonds.

Materials Needed
Paper
Pen
Hat or bucket

What do you think these wolves are
saying? Do they appear to be happy? Sad?
Do they seem to be communicating with
friends or enemies?

What to Do:
Make a list of different feelings and emotions that people feel every day and write them down,
so they're about the same size. Then, cut or tear the paper into pieces and fold them in half and
place them in a hat. Now, take turns with your friends or family members to draw a feeling out
of the hat and try to express that feeling without using words!
Try to use your body to express your emotions instead. When it’s someone else's turn, try your
best to understand what they’re trying to communicate. This is how many animals interact with
each other every day; not by words, but with their body language.
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DISEASE TRANSMISSION
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Did you know that wolves and other large predators can help
lower the spread of disease?
Deer and elk congregate in smaller groups when wolves are around, reducing the
transmission of illnesses. Predation by wolves also removes animals that are
weaker genetically or harbor sicknesses. As selective predators, wolves provide
a protective gauntlet that can help slow the spread and prevalence of Chronic Wasting Disease
(CWD) – the ultra-lethal degenerative neurological illness now invading wildlife-rich ecosystems
across the American landscape.

What is Chronic Wasting Disease (CWD)?
CWD is a disease found in some deer, elk, and moose populations. CWD damages portions of the
brain and typically causes behavioral changes, body deterioration, and eventually death.
Scientists suspect the disease is caused by a prion (protein infectious particle) that is found in the
tissues of infected animals.
There is no strong evidence to suggest that CWD can pass from animals to people, and scientists
don't know if people can get infected with CWD prions. However, it's still important to prevent
human exposures to CWD.

What to Do:
First, pour some hand sanitizer into your palm (but don’t rub it in just yet!). Take a pinch of torn
paper pieces into your other palm and now rub them together. These pieces will represent
germs!
Now, with their permission, shake hands with someone near you and see if any of your “germs”
transfer onto their hands. This is precisely how real germs spread, except you can’t see them.
Now wash off your hands with soap and water, and you’ll see why washing your hands is so
important!
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DESIGN A DEN
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A wolf pup’s first home is the den – it’s like a nursery!
The den is simply a cave or hole and can be dug under a boulder, among tree roots, between rocks,
or in the ground. Dens are often reused by generations of wolves; sometimes wolf families look for
new dens every year. Occasionally wolves will use abandoned dens of other animals, such as bear,
coyote, or fox dens or even a beaver dam. Although pups might emerge from the den at about 3
weeks old, pups tend to spend most of their time in or around the den for about 2 months.

All of the enclosures at the Wolf Conservation
Center offer at least one man-made den; most
of them are made from culverts (tunnels made
from concrete, pipe, or other material). The
culverts offer shelter and allow wolves to stay
dry in stormy weather, avoid insects during
“buggy” seasons, and sneak away from pesky
family members when they need some "me
time."
Mexican gray wolf Diego is curled up in
his den at the WCC. The culvert is
covered with soft dirt and woodchips,
so the inside is very comfortable and
dry!

Materials Needed
Furniture
Blankets
Imagination!

Spend more time
with Diego

https://nywolf.org/meet
-our-wolves/webcams/

What to Do:
Using things that are available around you, make yourself a den! Animals use dens to hide
from the elements and as a place to raise their young, so make sure you’re totally covered
and comfortable! Blankets make for a great area to sit on as well as a good roof and chairs
can be used to make walls to keep everything up. Test to see how safe it is before entering
and use your own ideas to make your den a home!
Add stuffed animals, potted plants, pillows - whatever you think will make for a comfortable
area to live with your pack.
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GAMES & EXTRA ACTIVITIES
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Looking for more fun activities? Grab your siblings (or friends, with a parent's permission) and
complete some of these projects and outdoor games!

Predator-Prey Tag
Are you ready to run? With a group of friends or family, split into two groups - wolves and deer (there
should be more deer than wolves). The wolves then close their eyes and give the deer about 1
minute to run and hide. When time is up, the wolves move together in search of the deer; wolves
"hunt" in packs and so will you! In order for the wolves to win, they have to work together and find
the deer - if the wolves split up, they lose! If the wolves are able to tag one deer as a pack, they win!

Pack Paw Prints
You'll need your family for this fun craft! Gather different-colored,
non-toxic, washable paint and a large sheet of paper. Carefully
pour paint into a shallow dish, press your hand into the paint,
and then firmly press your hand on the paper. Let the paint dry
for a few minutes, and then have your family add their hand print
to the paper. Repeat for every family member, and enjoy your
pack paw prints!

Rainy Day Activity - Watch 42 Wolves on Live Webcams!
Eight family groups currently live at the Wolf Conservation Center - that's a total of 42 wolves! With an
adult's permission, visit https://nywolf.org/meet-our-wolves/webcams/ and observe the way the wolf
families interact with each other. Do they spend a lot of time together? Are they happy to see each
other? How similar are the wolf families to your family?
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